The Black Theatre Company

“One of the most successful and certainly the
busiest black theatre company in Britain”

(West Indian World)

presents

A major programme of plays and workshops
' including

CHAMELEON

Michael Ellis

&
ALL YOU DESERVE
b
Debbie Iiorsﬁeld
September, 1985 — January, 1986
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CHAMELEON

Benjamin Howard is a flashy, fast talking West Indian,
the kind of person our ethnic magazines would call a
“Black achiever’. He is determined to get to the top
whatever the cost! Marcia Jackson is an attractive,
shrewd and intelligent Black British woman. Benjamin
is no match for her.

Is Benjamin the symbol of the new rising Black middle
class?

The roles of the sexes, the social pressures on Black
people and the questions of status and identity in white
society are all raised in this highly informative and
entertaining play.

Chameleon is revived by popular demand. N G L C S
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THE WRITERS

Michael Ellis is a new Black playwright. He has
worked in the past with community theatre groups in
Lambeth and Southwark in South London. His
previous plays have been Temporary Rupture and
Starliner 2001.

He is currently in receipt of an Arts Council Bursary
to write an historical play.
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Michael Ellis Debbie Horsfield

Debbie Horsfield comes from Manchester. She has a
degree in English Literature from Newcastle
University.

Her previous work includes plays for Radio 4’s
Afternoon Theatre; a play for Theatre Venture at
Stratford East; Touch and Go for the Croydon
Warehouse; and three plays for the Liverpool
Playhouse — Red Devils, True Dare Kiss and
Command or Promise. She is currently writing a
series for BBC TV and completing a commission for
the Liverpool Playhouse.
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ALL YOU DESERVE

Seconds out in the latest round of education cuts and
the kids are getting hammered. Is this the end to a
promising career? Will the next blow land them on the
scrap heap?

Written with great wit, Debbie-Horsfield portrays four
students at a college of further education moving from
an attitude of helplessness and dpathy in the light of
the threatened closure of the domestic science annexe
of the college, to one of resolve when confronted by
Miss Brady, one of the college lecturers, A/l You
Deserve was commissioned by the Royal Shakespeare
Company for their One Year On Barbican Festival in
1983 as a special education project. Alby James was
the director of that production and he now revives it
order the aegis of Temba Theatre Company’s
Education & Community Qutreach Programme.
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What the Press have said about Temba’s recent
productions:

Pantomime:

“the acting is spruce and expert” (Sunday Times)
“expert direction of Alby James” (West Africa)
“two cracking performances™ (The Guardian)

Scrape off the Black:

“Without any doubt whatsoever. . . . . the finest play I
have seen in Manchester for over a year’ (Manchester
City Life)

“eloquent and moving. . . . . a very fine start to the
Black Theatre Season’ (The Observer)

“beautifully acted, tautly directed” (Financial Times)

Chameleon:

“a vivacious little comedy™ (Caribbean Times)
“hilarious, contrastful, challenging” ( West Indian
World) 2

“non-stop verbal fireworks” (Time QOut)

This tour is financially assisted by the andon
Boroughs of Southwark, Lambeth and Haringey
and
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Mailing List

If you would like to receive regular information on
Temba Theatre Company, join the Temba Mailing
List.

Please complete this form and return it to the
address below.

..............................................

Temba Publicity Department,
¢/o Marketing Arts, Unit 220, Highbury Workshops &
22, Highbury Grove, London N5 2EE. 3
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